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For the latest
KDSCL information,
please check out
our website at
www.kdscl.bc.ca!
The Community Link costs KDSCL money to
produce. If you would prefer to receive the
newsletter by email, please forward your email
address to newsletter@kdscl.bc.ca.
The KDSCL Community Link is written by, compiled by, and edited by
staff and people who receive services from KDSCL.
We would like to thank everyone for their input and contributions to this
issue of the Community Link.

KDSCL

Thank you to the
following for your
generous donations
Up to $100 
Mark Wengrowich
Cyndy Omand
Audrey Pekrul
Helen Polmear
Johanna Cameron
Bob and Jean
Hadgraft
Mary Brown
Fred Stocken
Columbia Bottle
Depot
Co-Dependants
Anonymous
$100+

Richard Pringle
David Paynter
Arnold Soloway
Nick and Virginia
Pisio
Overeaters
Anonymous
Cool Arts
$500+
Bob and Anne Ford
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“A NEW NAME, A NEW NAME, A NEW NAME!”
BY

CHARISSE

DALEY

The KDSCL board of directors and leadership team recognized there was
need to revisit our community “brand”. As a recipient of our newsletter, you
are very aware of our ongoing fundraising efforts to replace our very old
building on Fuller Avenue. Unfortunately this project has taken far longer
than we ever anticipated; partially due to our limited profile in the
community.
A brand is “the symbolic embodiment of all the information connected with a
company, product or organization”. “Brands provide businesses and
organizations a tool to use to differentiate their products and services and
build value when features and benefits no longer provide enough of a
separator on their own” as quoted by Elton Media in the Brand
Communications Strategy developed for KDSCL. Elton Media (Adam Less)
was hired to assist our team to brand redevelop. After consultations and
input, they developed strategies and recommendations which will assist
KDSCL to be more recognized for the great services we provide. One of
those recommendations was to change our name.
We have known for some time the ”Kelowna and District Society for
Community Living” name is far too long, not recognizable to those outside of
the community living movement and is often not even used. We are more
often referred to as KDSCL OR KDI (KDI is actually the wood shop service). A
new name was finally agreed to after many, many discussions and put
forward to the membership for their consideration at the September 17,
2012, Annual General Meeting, with the corresponding changes to our
constitution and bylaws. We are very pleased to announce the membership
approved the name “Pathways Abilities Society”. We submitted the
changes with the BC Registry Services and we are just waiting their final
approval before we officially proceed. We are very excited; love the
inspiration the new name creates and can’t wait to implement the remaining
strategies. Stay tuned there is more to come!
Thank you to Rick Wright and
Valley Mitsubishi! They
generously serviced and
completed minor repairs to
our gently, new used Dodge
Van, free of charge! We are
grateful for their support!

We would like to thank the
Asselstine family for directing
donations to KDSCL in memory of
Marlene Asselstine who passed
away. Thank you: Eileen Asselstine,
Helen Skuba, A.N. Delorme and
George and Barbara Wanchulak.
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COMMUNITY LIVING AWARENESS COMMITTEE (AKA CLAC)
BY

MIKI

HANNA

Why was the CLAC formed?

members that formed CLAC in the Spring of 2009.

The objectives of this group are as follows:

What does the CLAC do in the community?









Raise KDSCL’s profile.
Cultivate opportunities for people with
diversabilities to build relationships with nonpaid people.
Contribute to the well being of the community.
Raise awareness and money for non-profit
purposes.
Educate the greatest number of community
members about our cause.

Who sits on the CLAC?
A small group of dedicated KDSCL employee’s
namely Cyndy Omand, Shelly Purdon, Ellen Voth,
Lloyd Horton, D’Arcy Bell and Charisse Daley are
active and a few of them still the original

This group of individual’s contribute to and
participate in community events such as:
The annual May Day and Westside Daze parades,
Boyd’s Auto Body Father’s Day Show and Shine,
Seedy Saturday at Okanagan College, Scarecrow
Festival in Rutland and several other scheduled
community events.
This group of people as well as other staff also
organize, contribute to and participate in events
hosted by KDSCL, like our annual craft and bake
sale, annual B.B.Q’s and celebrations.
Kudos to these members of the CLAC committee
who are so committed to ensuring KDSCL remains
a part of our community.

2012-2013 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
We would like to welcome our 2012-2013 board members.
Gail Meier- President
Jean Hadgraft- Vice President
Arnold Soloway- Secretary Treasurer

Directors:
Chuck Hopkins

David Paynter

Richard Pringle

Nick Pisio

Charlie Hodge

Jock Craddock

Syd Freeman

If you or someone you
know runs a business
that needs employees,
give us a call!!!
We support many
individuals who have
incredible skills that
would make excellent
employees. All they
need is an opportunity.
Please phone:
Integrated Career
Opportunities at:
250-763-9499 or
Nikki at 250-763-4484
to find out more about
supported employment.
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SELF-ADVOCATE UPDATE!
BY

SHELLEY

DECOSTE

Summer is gone and fall is here. Time to get
back to a routine. I hope everybody had a great
summer and is ready to come back. We will be
starting the self-advocates meetings this
September on the 19th and it will be on the 2nd
Wednesday of the each month at the Fuller
office. Meetings will be at 12:15. Come join!!
This group is for self-advocates at KDSCL. Bring
your ideas - what do you want to see this year?
Shelley DeCoste along with the supports of Barb
Penner, the CLBC Employment Initiative Project
Manager and Nikki from KDSCL is helping with

the CLBC Community Action employment plan.
This plan is a 2-3 year plan to help adults with
diversabilities to find employment. CLBC is a
self-advocate community facilitator. They will be
holding a community meeting for self-advocates
in early September. This is a chance for selfadvocates to share their own personal
experiences. I will be looking for feedback and
taking them back to Vancouver The goal is to
have the most people with a diversability
working in B.C. Look for the invites.

DOWN IN THE DIRT
BY

GERT

WELDER

There is a certain satisfaction and pride from watching your garden grow from a brown patch of soil in
the spring, to harvesting delicious red strawberries, fresh carrots, sweet corn, tasty tomatoes and an
assortment of squash.
Every Wednesday morning
before they got their
paddles wet in Woods
Lake, the Canoeing group
tended to a garden patch
at the Winfield Community
Gardens. Some members
prefered to sit at the
picnic table to enjoy the
sunshine and
peacefulness. Others
were on their hands and
knees in the dirt,
enthusiastically helping
with the chores of
planting and weeding.
It is interesting to meet our fellow gardeners working on their garden, checking out how things are
growing, Often exchanging tips and information or giving admiring glances. A great way to be a part of
our community, learn some practical skills and enjoy some fresh produce!!!
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EMPLOYMENT SPOTLIGHT
BY

LINDA

BERGER

Advance Precast Ltd is a locally owned company that has
been a big supporter of KDSCL since the late 1980’s.
They originally started as customers, purchasing custom
made products to hold the rebar pieces together in the
precast panels. Advance then hired KDSCL social
ventures to pick up their confidential shredding and
other recyclable materials, which is a service we have
been doing for the last 7 years and still are providing for
them. The KDSCL yard crew maintained the commercial
properties, cutting the grass and doing basic yard care
for a couple of years. Two years ago that position
expanded to a customized casual part time position.
Jeremy loves his job and is part of the Advance Precast
team. He cleans the crane ways, maintains the yard and
does numerous other odd jobs around the plant. A big
thank you to Advance Precast for all your support with
your business and employment opportunities for the
individuals we support at KDSCL.

EMPLOYMENT SPOTLIGHT
BY

SHANE

MILLIGAN

Home Depot in Kelowna has been a huge supporter
of KDSCL over the last 10 years. From buying cull
lumber at a discounted price, to employing Katarina
Gerhardt as one of their valued employees. Kat was
hired on May 2012 and continues to excel and
grow as a key worker in the garden center, and
general duties around Home Depot. Katarina’s
upbeat personality shines as she loves working
alongside her peers and helping out customers. Kat
recently had a 3 month evaluation, that she wanted
me to sit in on, and it was amazing the support and
fondness for Kat that was shown. Kat also received
a “ Homer Award “ for helping a customer buy
some garden tools, and even upselling a garden
hose. This was recognized by Home Depot in her
evaluation, and her willingness to go above and
beyond. So if you are at Home Depot on Thursday
or Fridays mornings, make sure to look for Kats
smiley face to help you with shopping needs.
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ANNUAL CRAFT AND BAKE SALE
BY

JOHANNA

CAMERON

Our annual bake and craft sale is fast approaching. Once again it will be held at 555
Fuller Ave on November 24th from 9:00am to 2:00pm.
If you are able to assist with baking goods, items for the silent auction, or connections
you may have with businesses that we could possibly approach for donations please let
Johanna know at 250-763-4484. All baking, crafts, and donations can be dropped off
on Friday, November 23rd from 8:00am to 3:30pm at 555 Fuller Ave.
We need and appreciate any help you can give us.
Thank you for your support.

60TH ANNIVERSARY COOKBOOK
BY

ANITA

GORMAN

Are you interested in contributing to a commemorative cookbook for our 60th birthday?
If so please email favorite recipes to anitaann1292@gmail.com or drop them off at 555 Fuller Avenue,
attention Anita Gorman.
We are looking to produce a family favorite cookbook to commemorate KDSCL’s 60th birthday. The
cookbook will be for sale at our birthday bash in June 2013.
Recipes can come from staff, parents, caregivers and individuals receiving services and must be
received by March 30, 2013. The following information must accompany all recipes:
1. First and last names of person submitting the recipe and affiliation with KDSCL;
2. Contact phone number;
3. Category of recipe (appetizers/beverages, salads/soups/sauces, vegetable/vegetarian dishes,
entrees, desserts, miscellaneous);
4. Recipe name.

Your first name and last initial along with your affiliation will be printed with the recipe.
In the event two identical recipes are received, we will publish only one, but list both
names of contributors. KDSCL reserves the right to limit the number of recipes and to
cease accepting recipes if we have excessive entries.
Don’t forget to include your secret ingredient, a sprinkle of love, a pinch of happiness, a
dab of compassion or a bam of patience.
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CAMP OWAISSI
BY

SHELLEY

DECOSTE

What a way to end the summer—one last
campout!!
Camp Owaissi is becoming one of my
favorite ends of the summer things. I, as
well as lots of self-advocates and staff
from KDSCL, look forward to a week out
at camp. The first day it rained. This was
a great time to find your cabin and make
up your bed for the week. After we made
up our homes for one week of fun, we
made it back to the main hall for fun and
games. Puzzles were a big hit again this
year. Leigh Knapp brought some good
games as well. After a good lunch the
rain stopped, so we were able to hang outside.
Lots of people went for a swim, or just hung out.
Some ate and ate - Glenda is a great cook! It
was nice to just sit and listen to the waves
hitting the rocks. At night when everyone was
sleeping, the stars were out. It’s amazing to see
them, not having the lights of the city.
On Wednesday we had a good breakfast - eggs
and bacon. Some
visitors from
KDSCL’s day
program came out
for the day. They
ate lunch with us.
After lunch we got
out the canoes
and went boating
for the afternoon.
It was a nice day.
That night we had
some more
visitors - Lena with
social rec came
out and we had a

dance out at the gazebo. Lorne was a good DJ he kept everyone on the dance floor with good
music.
Thursday we went swimming. Jeff lost his a
piece of his hearing aid that kept some of us
busy looking everywhere for it, but we could not
find it. That was one way to keep busy for a little
while. Mike BBQ’d
steak for us and it
was really good.
We played a game
that Leigh Knapp
and Ruth learnt
when they were on
a trip. There were 4
people that had to
answer for a word
and we had to
guess who had the
right answer. I
hope you all had
fun!!
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KDSCL IN OUR COMMUNITY!!!
BY

ELLEN

VOTH

SAVE THE DATES:
Do you have extra cans
or bottles you don’t
know what to do
with??? Bring them
down to Columbia
Bottle Depot and tell
them that you want to
donate them to
KDSCL!!
Thank you
Columbia Bottle
Depot!!!

The Sam Treschow Christmas
Tree Field day is scheduled for
Sunday, October 14 at
Woodhaven Tree Farms from
1–4 pm. This annual event is
open to all people with
diversabilities and their families
or caregivers and is held early in
the season to ensure the tree
farm is accessible to all. There
will be a bonfire, hot chocolate
and maybe a treat. Trees will be
sold at a discount to these
families on this day only. Come
start a new tradition and pick your
tree as a family before the snow
flies! Call 250-826-8733 for
more information.
This year to celebrate Community
Living Month, KDSCL is going
‘outside the box’ and will be out
and about in our fair city. If you
are interested in having a little
fun and participating in some of
our events, please contact
Shelley, Lyndsay or Lloyd at
250-763-4484. You never know
where we’ll ‘pop up’!

Be sure to get your Christmas
Swag!!! They can be
purchased from Friday,
October 7 until they are all
sold.

The Annual KDSCL Staff Bake &
Craft Sale and Silent Auction will
be held Saturday, November 24
from 9 – 2 at 555 Fuller Avenue.
There will be wonderful baking to
purchase along with crafts and a
Silent Auction with all sorts of

great prizes to bid on! If you have
baking, homemade crafts,
donations for the silent auction or
connections to businesses in our
community who may be able to
contribute, please contact
Johanna at 250-763-4484.
Baking can be dropped off on
Wed & Thurs Nov 21 & 22 from
8:30 – 3:00 and Fri Nov 23 to
noon at Fuller Avenue.
Tickets for the 2nd Annual KDSCL
CHRISTMAS Swag Fundraiser can
be purchased from Friday,
October 7 until they are all sold.
There are only 75 available at
$20 each and the fresh swags will
be ready for pick up on Friday,
November 30th from 12 noon to
6 pm at 555 Fuller Avenue.
These beautiful decorations are
made by individuals attending our
Activity Service and staff, and the
proceeds benefit the KDSCL New
Building Fund. Get yours while
you can! For more information,
contact Ellen at 250-763-4836.
SAVE THE DATE: Can you believe
that on June 10, 2013, KDSCL will
be 60 years old? To celebrate our
Diamond Anniversary, we will be
having a banquet on June 7,
2013. Watch for more details in
future newsletters and save the
date so you can attend this gala
event!
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ALASKAN CRUISE-EXCERPTS FROM A JOURNAL
BY

D’ARCY

BELL

Sunday was our first day on the
Celebrity Century Ship, which we
boarded in the inner harbor in
downtown Vancouver. Ed and
Ruth went to hear live music on
the top outside deck. Dinner for
our group was at 8:30pm so we
had a lot of time to walk around
this big ship waiting for the
second shift of the grand dining
room. Tonight’s dress code was
casual or semi formal, so we
returned to our cabin and
dressed up a notch or two.

Monday we woke to a cloudy day
and the ship was moving very
slowly with storm clouds dead
ahead. We all ate at the island
café which served many culinary
delights! There was a Gala
International Dance that was the
highlight of the evening!
Tuesday, the weather was rainy
and the first chance to
disembark the ship was set for 3
pm. After lunch Ed and the rest
of the group took a watercolor

painting class. Then it was time
to go ashore by lcey straight, it
was an old fish packing plant,
now museum. Some people
sighted killer whales just off the
dock but we missed that view.
After Dinner in the theater was
showing little feet 2.
Wednesday we arrived at
Hubbard glacier, Alaska. The
weather was perfect - no wind
and the sun was poking through
the clouds. We came to a dead
stop 1 mile away from the glacier
and the captain
had the ship spin in
a circle. This was
perfect so all had
an equal chance to
see the glacier
calving large ice
breaking off and
falling onto the
ocean and floating
away. This was an
awesome sight!
Only later did we
find out just how
lucky we were to view the glacier
in such excellent conditions.
Most earlier cruises did not have
the closeness or weather that
matched our viewing time! After,
as we were moving away, the
focus was a man carving up a
block of ice and swimmers in the
pool for a polar bear plunge! Too
cold for us.
Thursday morning the ship
arrived at Juneau Alaska. There

were many shops across from
the ship. Some went to see a
magic show after supper.
Friday we went to Ketchikan,
Alaska. The day was cloudy,
partly raining and the docking
time was set for 2:00pm. We
looked from the port side of the
ship and seen it was a long walk
to any stores of any interest so
we stayed on board and walked
around the ship in areas not
been seen by us.
Saturday, the last full day on the
ship. The day was sunny and
after breakfast the activity that
some were looking forward to
was “ who is steering the ship?” a
time to ask questions to the
captain and officers. Ed and I had
good seats up front to see and
hear. The whole afternoon was
perfect - warm and sunny and at
sunrise there was a deep wake
up call set for 6 am. We
showered and ate and waited for
our turn to disembark, which was
set for 830am.

Want more information
about upcoming Travel
Club trips? You can
check our on-line ‘news’
at kdscl.bc.ca or better
yet, give us your e-mail
address and we can send
out an update to those
who are interested!

KDSCL

If you have any
suggestions or
questions regarding
health and safety, you
can contact:
Mike Varga
Occupational Health
and Safety
Chairperson
250-763-4484
Leslie Munro
250-763-4839.

WHAT IS SOMETHING YOU WANT TO DO
IN YOUR LIFETIME?
Be a famous singer—Mercia

Go Skydiving—Jeremy

Be a foster mom to two
daughters—Daylene

Get Married—Misty

Go to Israel—Wesley

To ride in the front of a train—Ben

Go see where Jesus was born
and lived—Cyndy

To ride in a hot air balloon—Leslie

To see a new building at
KDSCL—Thomas

250-763-4484:

Drive a forklift—Eugene

Wayne Major

Travel—Angie

Nikki Gaede

Win big the Lottery—Ruth

Or
Rod Oranchuk
at 250-763-9499

FALL WORDSEARCH
Words can appear vertically,
horizontally, backwards, and
diagonally.
Fall

Football

Leaves

Autumn

Trees

Colourful

Halloween

Colder

Dew

Walking

Crunchy

Harvest
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To see peace and happiness all
over the world—Todd

Or contact the
following at:

Scarecrow

COMMUNITY

Go to a dinosaur dig site—Marina

To get a degree in social work—
Mike

Looking for a used bike??
Come down to KDSCL at
555 Fuller Ave. Phone:
250-762-4915 for more
information!!
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Contact
Information

A LITTLE BIT OF HUMOUR
While on a car trip, an
elderly couple
stopped at a
restaurant for lunch.
The woman forgot her
glasses on the table,
but didn’t notice they
were missing until
they had traveled
quite a distance
down the highway.
The old man fussed
and complained
about her
forgetfulness all the
way back to the
restaurant. As the
woman got out of the
car to retrieve her
glasses, the old man
said, “while you’re in
there, you may as
well get my hat, too.”

GARFIELD

Two ladies were
discussing the
upcoming dance at
the country club.
“We’re supposed to
wear something that
matches our
husband’s hair, so
I’m wearing a black
gown,” said Mrs.
Jones. “Oh my,” said
Mrs. Olson “I’d
better not go, my
husbands bald!!”

One summer evening a
young son came in
while his parents were
setting the table for
supper. Quite
surprisingly, he asked
if he could help.
His mother said, “no,
but I appreciate you
asking.”
The child responded,
“Well, I appreciate you
saying no.”

One Sunday morning the pastor noticed a
young boy staring up at athe large plaque of
names that hung in the foyer of the church.
The boy asked the pastor what the plaque
was for. “Well, son, they are all people who
have died in the service,” replied the pastor.
The boy’s voice barely broke the silence
when he asked quietly, “which service, the
8:30 or the 10:30?”

Activity Service:
555 Fuller Avenue
250-763-4484
Old Meadows
778-477-5543
Social Ventures/
Enterprise
555 Fuller Avenue
250-763-4915
Integrated Career
Opportunities
(ICO)
925 Sutherland
250-763-9499
Administration
250-763-4836 or
250-763-4837
Fax: 250-763-4488
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ABOUT OUR ORGANIZATION...
The Kelowna and District Society for Community Living
KDSCL is a not-for-profit organization, governed by a volunteer board of directors that provides services to people
with developmental disabilities and their families in Activity and Business Services, Integrated
Career Opportunities (ICO), Social Ventures/Enterprise, residential, individualized funding and
home sharing services.

KDSCL provides opportunities for over 150 people with diversabilities to achieve full citizenship by:
Assisting people to work, both in volunteer positions and paid employment.
Facilitating participation in community recreation and leisure activities.
Assisting people to live interdependently in their communities.

Mission Statement
“To assist people with disabilities to reach their individual goals and to participate and contribute as equal members
of the community.”

Mandate
To promote, organize and support the education, training, development and welfare of all people with disabilities in
a manner consistent with the Mission Statement, and bearing in mind always, the strengths and needs of the
individual.

Vision Statement
The vision of KDSCL is of welcome… building communities that support and value the diverse-abilities of all
people”.

Ways to Help:
Please make a donation to the KDSCL building replacement fund. We have been actively working on replacing our
building at 555 Fuller Avenue in order to expand our services and create more housing options for some of our
most vulnerable citizens!

KDSCL would like to thank Westkey / Menzies Graphics Group for subsidizing
the cost of printing the KDSCL Community Link.

