
KDSCL recognizes that employment is a realistic and viable option for 

every individual.  We are, therefore, in the process of creating change 

within our activity services to provide supported, and customized 

employment.   

The purpose of supported employment, is to explore the interests and 

abilities of each individual to find the ideal conditions of employment.  

With this knowledge, an employment specialist can go out in our 

community and seek out jobs where that individual will be successful.  In 

many cases, the position might be created, consisting of a position that 

fills multiple gaps in a company that hinders specialized personnel from     

being effective in their job.     

Many of us experience the benefits of employment on a daily basis.  Of 

course there is the financial benefit, but even more than that, our job is 

often how we define ourselves.  Our jobs are often a large part of our   

social circle.  Our jobs give us purpose and meaning in our lives.  Our jobs 

allow us to feel that we are contributing to our society.   

For many, employment has never been an option, but now, we are trying 

to transition our services to make employment an option for all.  There is 

much untapped skill and ability, and we believe that finding the right fit 

for each individual will result in successful, mutually beneficial 

employment.  For more information, please contact Jeremy at 250-763-

4484.  If you own or are a part of a business who thinks this program 

might benefit you, please contact Jeremy as stated above.  We look 

forward to the future IN our community!!! 
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Thank-Youé 

To the following for their 

generous donations to 

the KDSCL building fund 

 ̈Mary Brown  

 ̈Dianne Klassen, Eugene 

Gardypie and Crysta Tisdale 

 ̈Brock and Pat Waldron in 

the memory of Edith Stolz 

 ̈Kelowna Central Lions Club  

 ̈Geoff Proteau and Charisse 

Daley for donating their golf 

òticksó winnings  

 ̈Jim and Angie Greenlay 

 

In our last edition of our 

newsletter, we took some 

space to recognize those 

people who had donated over 

$1,000 within the past quarter.   

We recognize that there are 

others who donate a lot of 

money throughout the course 

of each year, and we want to 

thank them very much for their 

continued commitment and 

support to the future of 

KDSCL!!! 

KDSCL had its first annual òMotherõs Day Hanging Basket Sale Fundraiseró on 

May 7.  More than 400 hanging baskets were pre-sold by our staff and some 

community-minded people.  One of the individuals we support, Megan Hart also 

did a great job of selling tickets ð thanks Megan!  Just over $4,000 was raised.  

Of course, this fundraiser wouldnõt have been possible without the plants!  Our 

growers, Linda & Grant Taylor, owners of Arina Gardens in Grand Forks, 

generously offered to grow the baskets for us.  They planted baby plants into 

425 12ó pots and nurtured them for the last 2 months in their greenhouses.  Itõs 

been a challenge with the cold spring weõve had!  They put in countless hours 

out of the goodness of their hearts, since they allowed KDSCL to reap the profits 

from all their hard work.  They even delivered the plants right to our doorstep. 

Thank you to everyone who sold tickets and volunteered their time to make this 

fundraiser successful and thank you especially to the Taylors for all their 

generosity and hard work. 

KDSCL would like to thank James 

Zelenick, owner of " Jazel Homesó  for 

their continued contributions to the 

KDSCL New Building Project. 

Jazel Homes has successfully hosted 

their Texas Holdum Fundraising 

Christmas Party event to KDSCL for 

the past five years with all the       

proceeds directly applied toward the 

purchase of a new building. 

 The KDSCL fund raising team works 

hard to reach a goal of $1.5 Million 

to move this project forward and with 

Jamesõ help, we are able to continue 

this important work that will benefit 

the individuals we support and the 

community at large. 

KDSCL would also like to thank the 

business community whom have 

participated, attended and donated 

awesome items for the silent auction. 

Your contributions are greatly 

appreciated and valued. It is 

businesses like yours that make our 

community a great place to live, work, 

play, and grow inclusively. 

A special thank-you to Alex Hanna for 

doing a lot of work from òbehind the 

scenesó.  Thank-you Alex, your 

participation and contribution is 

appreciated. 

 òAnd in the end, it's not the years in 

your life that count. It's the life in your 

years."~ Abraham Lincoln  

James, we look forward to future work 

together.  You are a role model for the 

business community, 

 You are a treasure to us all. 

H A N G I N G  B A S K E T  S A L E S 
B Y  J E R E M Y  T H O M P S O N 

J A Z E L  H O M E S 
B Y  M I K I  H A N N A  

Thank you to Anchor Door 

Services who donated and 

installed a new garage door 

opener at our Old Meadows 

Road location. 



The 2011 Global Music Fest Event featured numerous local musicians 

and interactive performance groups showcasing their original music. This 

yearõs headliner was slam poet Shane Koyczan from Penticton. Joining the 

event were humanitarian non-profit organizations with information display 

tables about their organizations for guests to peruse during the music. 

Between performance sets these ethnic and cultural groups will be doing 

short presentations sharing information on the work that they do 

internationally. 

KDSCL was the beneficiary of this years Festival.  The Global Music Fest 

sponsored KDSCL and the work we do through a Donation of $1500.00 

taken in from admissions at the door.  Global Music Fest also offered to 

KDSCL the opportunity (which we accepted) to sell refreshments and 

cookies throughout the event.  The òCookies for Alexó raised $400.00 and 

showcased our efforts in supporting our sponsor child, Alex, through SOS 

Villages.  Thanks to Thomas and Jamie (KDSCL staff) and all those who 

supported them in taking the time to make this opportunity a positive 

learning experience for all. 
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KDSCL would again like to thank the Vipond coordinators and 

participants, the Kelowna Golf and Country Club (KGCC) members, 

director and general manager, David Walker for hosting another 

successful Vipond golf tournament which KDSCL receives the proceeds 

from. Each year the KGCC members give up their course for a day. The 

proceeds from this annual event have enabled our not-for-profit society 

to purchase wheelchair accessible vans, trucks for our recycling service 

as well as many other much needed items.   We are very grateful for 

their continued support. 

Thank-Youé 

To the following who donated 

toward the new building fund 

in recognition and support of 

Randy Christianõs 50th 

birthday!   

 ̈Ursula and John Sullivan 

 ̈Rick and Kim Wright  

(Valley Mitsubishi) 

 ̈Rod Bennett and Carol 

Hudy 

 ̈Neal and Carleen Fraser 

 ̈Scott Zarr and Nichole 

Georges 

 ̈Scott and Gena Tyerman 

(Authentech Homes) 

 ̈Audrey Pekrul 

 ̈Geoff and LeAnne Proteau 

(Proteau Excavating)  

 ̈Glen and Pat Rae 

Thank you to Helen, Steve, Tony and crew at Action Tree Service for their 

prompt, courteous and discounted service in the falling of the dangerous 

birch tree at Old Meadows. You even told us the name of the disease that 

afflicted the tree. Thanks, tree guys!  

Thank you to the United Way 

and EBA Engineering for 

painting 925 Sutherland!  

Also thank you to ICI Paints 

who donated 5 gallons of 

paint. 

G L O B A L  M U S I C  F E S T  E V E N T 
B Y  M A R K  W E N G R O W I C H 

V I P O N D   
B Y  C H A R I S S E  D A L E Y 
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S T A F F  P R O F I L E : S U S A N  G I L C H R I S T  
B Y  J E R E M Y  T H O M P S O N 

Susan was born in Calgary, Alberta, 

not so long ago that she could lend 

KDSCL a poodle skirt for the 58th 

Birthday celebrations, but long 

enough ago that she remembers the 

Beatles before they did the Ed 

Sullivan Show! She has a brother and 

a sister, and Susan is right in the     

middle. 

  Much of Susanõs childhood revolved 

around her figure skating.  Susan 

competed locally, provincially and 

nationally.  After Susan was finished 

high school, she had an itch to see 

the world.  This is why she spent a 

year traveling through Europe 

stopping to study at the Universite de 

Montpellier, France.  She spent some 

time living in London, England and 

spent two summers at Universite  

Laval in Quebec.  Other adventures 

have led her to live in Lethbridge AB, 

Shawinigan QB, Whitehorse Yukon 

Territories, Winnipeg MB and 

Vancouver BC before moving to 

Kelowna.     

While Susan was getting her 

Bachelor of Fine Arts at the University 

of Calgary, she trained as a nurseõs 

aide and worked to pay for her 

education.  She has some college 

training in Psychology (Capilano 

College) and Early Childhood 

Education (Northern Lights College). 

Susan has been an employee of 

KDSCL since 1999 and is our longest 

standing casual employee.  The    

reason she has never applied for a 

full time position is due to the nature 

of her other careerséteaching and 

acting!!  Susan Snowdon is her acting 

name, and she is a standing member 

of three Professional Actors Unions: 

CAEA, ACTRA and UBCP. For 20 years 

Susan lived in Vancouver acting in 

films, TV shows, commercials, and of 

course live theatre.  Susan appeared in 

an episode of òBeachcombersó, and 

had a recurring spot on òDanger Bayó 

as a lab worker.  She had extra and bit 

parts in movies you probably never 

heard of and she has also appeared in 

commercials for BC Lottery Corp, 

Woodwardõs, and Labbatõs Blue to 

name a few.  Susan has worked with 

many theatre companies and been on 

many school tours in several provinces 

and a couple of states.   

For over 29 years and counting Susan 

has been an acting teacher, instructing 

people of all ages (from 2-83). 

Teaching acting is a passion for Susan. 

Some of her teaching in Vancouver was 

for Carousel Theatre, York House 

Private School, Axis Mime and Arts 

Umbrella. In Kelowna, she ran the 

Sunshine Theatre School for 5 years 

and continues to teach in Kelowna with 

her Preschool drama programs and     

Bumbershoot Childrenõs. She has been 

hired by local associations to run 

drama programs for service recipients 

in the mental health field. She does all 

this while remaining a casual employee 

for KDSCL, and working part time for 

Hildebrandt Homes.   

Susan lives in Kelowna with her       

husband Colin (together 19 years) and 

her 14 year old fabulous daughter, 

Myah.  Susan is someone who is 

always pleasant to work with.  She 

rarely gets flustered, and always brings 

a positive attitude to any scenario. 

Contact Information 

 

Activity Service:  

555 Fuller Avenue: 

250-763-4484  

647 Old Meadows Rd. 

778-477-5543 

 

Integrated Career 

Opportunities (ICO) 

925 Sutherland Ave.  

250-763-9499 

 

Kelowna Diversified  

Industries (KDI) 

Woodshop 

555 Fuller Avenue 

250-762-4915 

 

Administration 

250-763-4836 or                   

250-76-4837 

Fax 250-763-4488 

 

Individualized Funding/

Home Sharing 

250-763-4837  

 

Website:  

www.kdscl.bc.ca 



O K A N A G A N  B U S I N E S S  E XC E L L E N C E 
B Y  C H A R I S S E  D A L E Y  
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If you have any 

suggestions or 

questions regarding 

health and safety, you 

can contact: 

Mike Varga    

Occupational Health 

and Safety 

Chairperson                  

250-763-4484  

Leslie Munro     

Activity Quality 

Assurance Manager 

250-763-4839. 

salon owner, a 

cleaner, a realtor 

just to name a few 

examples of the 

diverse members.  

As a member, 

KDSCL encourages 

you to go the OBE 

website at 

www.okbe.ca and 

consider using the 

services or 

purchasing the 

products of one of 

our fellow members. 

By doing so you are 

almost guaranteeing 

that the services and 

products you are 

purchasing are of 

high quality.  

KDSCL recently 

joined the Okanagan 

Business Excellence 

(OBE). The OBE is a 

group of Okanagan 

business people, 

representing 

businesses you can 

rely on with 

confidence.  OBE 

members hold 

themselves 

accountable to the 

public, as well as to 

the membership, in 

order to provide 

excellence in 

products and 

services. Established 

in 1999, the mission 

is to be an 

association of 

excellent business 

leaders dedicated to 

the economic 

prosperity and well-

being of our 

membership and our 

community. The OBE 

builds and maintains 

strong relationships 

by meeting weekly to 

share ideas and 

support each other 

in our common 

goal.   The OBE has 

over 65 members 

representing various 

businesses including 

a builder, an 

accountant, a 

dentist, a painter, a 

framer, an 

electrician, a beauty 

debate).   

-óItõs quietó 

-óI like my stuffó -  

-I like my flowers 

and finding the 

birdsó  

-óA lot quieter and 

more peacefulñless 

people to get along 

withó 

-I like it down here 

for a reason of 

hearing 99.9 fm 

Kelowna Radioó. 

On March 7, 2011 

nine individuals and 

three staff moved 

out to a rancher in 

the mission (647 

Old Meadowõs Rd).  

This house has a 

large, flat, sunny 

backyard.  The 

move was made to 

create an 

environment that is 

more conducive to 

meeting the needs 

of some of the 

individuals in our 

services who are 

reaching a stage in 

life where less 

structured activity is 

desired.  By all 

accounts this move 

in services has 

been a success.  

The following are 

some quotes from 

some of the 

individuals that 

spend their days at 

òOld Meadowsó or 

ò647ó (the official 

title is under 

O L D  M E A D O W S  R O A D 
B Y  S U Z A N N E  B I F F O R D 

Thank you to :      

Jorgen and Solveig Hansen,                       

Miki and Alex Hanna,           

Patricia Giannelia,                     

Steve and Heather Farris,                          

Brent and Jean Madsen      

Christopher Davidson and 

Julie Maciura                    

Margret VanBeirt (Rosaline 

and Sandra)                                     

Virginia Crook    

for their donations to 

KDSCL in memory of Holly 

Wilson. 

http://www.okbe.ca
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computer savvy, 

Mickey Mouse, 

Tinker bell, 

affectionate, 

friendly, 

inspirational, 

cheerful, Jokester,       

sincere, sensitive, 

loving, Valentine, 

cuddly, loveable, 

fun, easy going and 

above all a great 

example for us to 

follow in regards to 

how we should live 

our lives. 

Remembering our 

Friend Jason for 

who he was.  I know 

Jason was friends 

with everyone that 

knew him and that 

we all have special 

things that we      

remember about 

him.  So in 

remembering Jason 

I thought I might 

just record some of 

the words people 

used to describe 

who he was as a 

person.  This is what 

I came up with:  

Jason Cline in 100 

words:  Smoozy, 

Transylvanian, 

funny, dramatic, 

caring, helpful,    

informed, able,   

adventurous, well 

travelled, courteous, 

polite, fashionable, 

party animal, gifted, 

joyful,       

demonstrative, 

smiling, happy, 

Timõs, biker, great 

swimmer, nurturing, 

I N  M E M O R Y  O F  H O L L Y  WI L S O N  
B Y  S U S A N N E  B I F F O R D 

I N  M E M O R Y  O F  J A S O N  CL I N E  
B Y  M A R K  W E N G R O W I C H 

 

Good morning in Heaven  

Is wonderful morning in 

Heaven 

And beautiful flowers 

And angel is singing 

And Jesus love you. 

Is peaceful and keep it 

faithful  

In your true heart 

And Holy Spirit always 

with you.   

-Holly Wilson             Po-

em composed        June 

15, 2003  

Special Olympic 

bowling, swimming, 

and horseback 

riding. Some of our 

fondest memories 

will be of Holly's 

writings, some of 

which have been set 

to music, her love 

of dolphins and 

angels.  She gave 

the sweetest hugs 

with a smile on her 

face letting you 

know how important 

you were.  Holly was 

an Angel on earth 

and is now an Angel 

in Heaven. 

Holly Dale Wilson 

was born on August 

10 1965 in Thief, 

Minnesota.  Her 

arrival was totally 

unexpected, 

seventeen minutes 

after her twin, Clark. 

Holly has four 

brothers and two 

sisters.  

Holly was always 

busy and active.  

Holly travelled a lot 

with her family.  She 

attended 

Kindergarten 

in Killarney 

Manitoba, special 

education in 

Esterhazy 

Saskatchewan, 

Junior High and 

High School in 

Lethbridge, Alberta. 

Holly spent many 

years at KDSCL 

where she 

experienced 

employment in two 

daycares, an 

insurance company 

and a bank.  

Holly was also 

involved with 
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T R A V E L  C L U B : H A L C Y O N  H O T  S P R I N G S 
B Y  A R L E N E  T I M M E R  A N D  A L A I N A  H E W E R 

Recently the travel club had 11 individuals, three 

staff and one practicum student load up and drive 

to Halcyon Hot Springs just outside of Nakusp BC.  

After a mountainous drive and short ferry ride we 

reached our destination.  We were all very 

impressed with the luxurious chalets.  Even 

though they werenõt wheelchair accessible, the 

Halcyon staff did everything they could to make 

us comfortable, including making a ramp!  We 

enjoyed eating out in the restaurant which 

overlooked the hot springs and beautiful lake.  

The hot springs were very relaxing and one 

afternoon we had a picnic lunch on the grounds.  

We drove into Nakusp to do a bit of shopping and 

were invited to visit Laura and Katarinaõs relatives 

who live on a hobby farm.  Everyone enjoyed 

petting and feeding the goats and some of us 

even tried goatõs milk!  The trip was enjoyed by all. 


