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KDSCL recognizes that employment is a realistic and viable option for
every individual. We are, therefore, in the process of creating change
within our activity services to provide supported, and customized
employment.
The purpose of supported employment, is to explore the interests and
abilities of each individual to find the ideal conditions of employment.
With this knowledge, an employment specialist can go out in our
community and seek out jobs where that individual will be successful. In
many cases, the position might be created, consisting of a position that
fills multiple gaps in a company that hinders specialized personnel from
being effective in their job.
Many of us experience the benefits of employment on a daily basis. Of
course there is the financial benefit, but even more than that, our job is
often how we define ourselves. Our jobs are often a large part of our
social circle. Our jobs give us purpose and meaning in our lives. Our jobs
allow us to feel that we are contributing to our society.
For many, employment has never been an option, but now, we are trying
to transition our services to make employment an option for all. There is
much untapped skill and ability, and we believe that finding the right fit
for each individual will result in successful, mutually beneficial
employment. For more information, please contact Jeremy at 250-7634484. If you own or are a part of a business who thinks this program
might benefit you, please contact Jeremy as stated above. We look
forward to the future IN our community!!!

The KDSCL Insider is written by, compiled by, and edited by staff and
people who receive service from the Activity Service at 555 Fuller.
We would like to thank everyone for their input and contributions to this
issue of the Insider.
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Thank-You…
To the following for their
generous donations to
the KDSCL building fund


Mary Brown



Dianne Klassen, Eugene
Gardypie and Crysta Tisdale



Brock and Pat Waldron in
the memory of Edith Stolz



Kelowna Central Lions Club



Geoff Proteau and Charisse
Daley for donating their golf
―ticks‖ winnings



Jim and Angie Greenlay

In our last edition of our
newsletter, we took some
space to recognize those
people who had donated over
$1,000 within the past quarter.
We recognize that there are
others who donate a lot of
money throughout the course
of each year, and we want to
thank them very much for their
continued commitment and
support to the future of
KDSCL!!!

Thank you to Anchor Door
Services who donated and
installed a new garage door
opener at our Old Meadows
Road location.

MIKI

HANNA

KDSCL would like to thank James
Zelenick, owner of " Jazel Homes‖ for
their continued contributions to the
KDSCL New Building Project.
Jazel Homes has successfully hosted
their Texas Holdum Fundraising
Christmas Party event to KDSCL for
the past five years with all the
proceeds directly applied toward the
purchase of a new building.
The KDSCL fund raising team works
hard to reach a goal of $1.5 Million
to move this project forward and with
James‘ help, we are able to continue
this important work that will benefit
the individuals we support and the
community at large.
KDSCL would also like to thank the
business community whom have

participated, attended and donated
awesome items for the silent auction.
Your contributions are greatly
appreciated and valued. It is
businesses like yours that make our
community a great place to live, work,
play, and grow inclusively.
A special thank-you to Alex Hanna for
doing a lot of work from ―behind the
scenes‖. Thank-you Alex, your
participation and contribution is
appreciated.
―And in the end, it's not the years in
your life that count. It's the life in your
years."~ Abraham Lincoln
James, we look forward to future work
together. You are a role model for the
business community,
You are a treasure to us all.

HANGING BASKET SALES
BY

JEREMY

THOMPSON

KDSCL had its first annual ―Mother‘s Day Hanging Basket Sale Fundraiser‖ on
May 7. More than 400 hanging baskets were pre-sold by our staff and some
community-minded people. One of the individuals we support, Megan Hart also
did a great job of selling tickets – thanks Megan! Just over $4,000 was raised.
Of course, this fundraiser wouldn‘t have been possible without the plants! Our
growers, Linda & Grant Taylor, owners of Arina Gardens in Grand Forks,
generously offered to grow the baskets for us. They planted baby plants into
425 12‖ pots and nurtured them for the last 2 months in their greenhouses. It‘s
been a challenge with the cold spring we‘ve had! They put in countless hours
out of the goodness of their hearts, since they allowed KDSCL to reap the profits
from all their hard work. They even delivered the plants right to our doorstep.
Thank you to everyone who sold tickets and volunteered their time to make this
fundraiser successful and thank you especially to the Taylors for all their
generosity and hard work.
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Thank you to Helen, Steve, Tony and crew at Action Tree Service for their
prompt, courteous and discounted service in the falling of the dangerous
birch tree at Old Meadows. You even told us the name of the disease that
afflicted the tree. Thanks, tree guys!

Thank-You…

GLOBAL MUSIC FEST EVENT

To the following who donated
toward the new building fund
in recognition and support of
Randy Christian’s 50th
birthday!

BY



Ursula and John Sullivan



Rick and Kim Wright
(Valley Mitsubishi)



Rod Bennett and Carol
Hudy



Neal and Carleen Fraser



Scott Zarr and Nichole
Georges



Scott and Gena Tyerman
(Authentech Homes)



Audrey Pekrul



Geoff and LeAnne Proteau
(Proteau Excavating)



Glen and Pat Rae

MARK

WENGROWICH

The 2011 Global Music Fest Event featured numerous local musicians
and interactive performance groups showcasing their original music. This
year‘s headliner was slam poet Shane Koyczan from Penticton. Joining the
event were humanitarian non-profit organizations with information display
tables about their organizations for guests to peruse during the music.
Between performance sets these ethnic and cultural groups will be doing
short presentations sharing information on the work that they do
internationally.
KDSCL was the beneficiary of this years Festival. The Global Music Fest
sponsored KDSCL and the work we do through a Donation of $1500.00
taken in from admissions at the door. Global Music Fest also offered to
KDSCL the opportunity (which we accepted) to sell refreshments and
cookies throughout the event. The ―Cookies for Alex‖ raised $400.00 and
showcased our efforts in supporting our sponsor child, Alex, through SOS
Villages. Thanks to Thomas and Jamie (KDSCL staff) and all those who
supported them in taking the time to make this opportunity a positive
learning experience for all.

VIPOND
BY

CHARISSE

DALEY

KDSCL would again like to thank the Vipond coordinators and
participants, the Kelowna Golf and Country Club (KGCC) members,
director and general manager, David Walker for hosting another
successful Vipond golf tournament which KDSCL receives the proceeds
from. Each year the KGCC members give up their course for a day. The
proceeds from this annual event have enabled our not-for-profit society
to purchase wheelchair accessible vans, trucks for our recycling service
as well as many other much needed items. We are very grateful for
their continued support.

Thank you to the United Way
and EBA Engineering for
painting 925 Sutherland!
Also thank you to ICI Paints
who donated 5 gallons of
paint.
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STAFF PROFILE:SUSAN GILCHRIST
BY

JEREMY

THOMPSON

Susan was born in Calgary, Alberta,
not so long ago that she could lend
KDSCL a poodle skirt for the 58th
Birthday celebrations, but long
enough ago that she remembers the
Beatles before they did the Ed
Sullivan Show! She has a brother and
a sister, and Susan is right in the
middle.

Contact Information
Activity Service:
555 Fuller Avenue:
250-763-4484
647 Old Meadows Rd.
778-477-5543
Integrated Career
Opportunities (ICO)
925 Sutherland Ave.
250-763-9499
Kelowna Diversified
Industries (KDI)
Woodshop
555 Fuller Avenue
250-762-4915
Administration
250-763-4836 or
250-76-4837
Fax 250-763-4488
Individualized Funding/
Home Sharing
250-763-4837
Website:
www.kdscl.bc.ca

Much of Susan‘s childhood revolved
around her figure skating. Susan
competed locally, provincially and
nationally. After Susan was finished
high school, she had an itch to see
the world. This is why she spent a
year traveling through Europe
stopping to study at the Universite de
Montpellier, France. She spent some
time living in London, England and
spent two summers at Universite
Laval in Quebec. Other adventures
have led her to live in Lethbridge AB,
Shawinigan QB, Whitehorse Yukon
Territories, Winnipeg MB and
Vancouver BC before moving to
Kelowna.
While Susan was getting her
Bachelor of Fine Arts at the University
of Calgary, she trained as a nurse‘s
aide and worked to pay for her
education. She has some college
training in Psychology (Capilano
College) and Early Childhood
Education (Northern Lights College).
Susan has been an employee of
KDSCL since 1999 and is our longest
standing casual employee. The
reason she has never applied for a
full time position is due to the nature
of her other careers…teaching and
acting!! Susan Snowdon is her acting

name, and she is a standing member
of three Professional Actors Unions:
CAEA, ACTRA and UBCP. For 20 years
Susan lived in Vancouver acting in
films, TV shows, commercials, and of
course live theatre. Susan appeared in
an episode of ―Beachcombers‖, and
had a recurring spot on ―Danger Bay‖
as a lab worker. She had extra and bit
parts in movies you probably never
heard of and she has also appeared in
commercials for BC Lottery Corp,
Woodward‘s, and Labbat‘s Blue to
name a few. Susan has worked with
many theatre companies and been on
many school tours in several provinces
and a couple of states.
For over 29 years and counting Susan
has been an acting teacher, instructing
people of all ages (from 2-83).
Teaching acting is a passion for Susan.
Some of her teaching in Vancouver was
for Carousel Theatre, York House
Private School, Axis Mime and Arts
Umbrella. In Kelowna, she ran the
Sunshine Theatre School for 5 years
and continues to teach in Kelowna with
her Preschool drama programs and
Bumbershoot Children‘s. She has been
hired by local associations to run
drama programs for service recipients
in the mental health field. She does all
this while remaining a casual employee
for KDSCL, and working part time for
Hildebrandt Homes.
Susan lives in Kelowna with her
husband Colin (together 19 years) and
her 14 year old fabulous daughter,
Myah. Susan is someone who is
always pleasant to work with. She
rarely gets flustered, and always brings
a positive attitude to any scenario.
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OKANAGAN BUSINESS EXCELLENCE
BY

CHARISSE

DALEY

KDSCL recently
joined the Okanagan
Business Excellence
(OBE). The OBE is a
group of Okanagan
business people,
representing
businesses you can
rely on with
confidence. OBE
members hold
themselves
accountable to the
public, as well as to
the membership, in
order to provide
excellence in
products and
services. Established
in 1999, the mission
is to be an
association of

excellent business
leaders dedicated to
the economic
prosperity and wellbeing of our
membership and our
community. The OBE
builds and maintains
strong relationships
by meeting weekly to
share ideas and
support each other
in our common
goal. The OBE has
over 65 members
representing various
businesses including
a builder, an
accountant, a
dentist, a painter, a
framer, an
electrician, a beauty

salon owner, a
cleaner, a realtor
just to name a few
examples of the
diverse members.
As a member,
KDSCL encourages
you to go the OBE
website at
www.okbe.ca and
consider using the
services or
purchasing the
products of one of
our fellow members.
By doing so you are
almost guaranteeing
that the services and
products you are
purchasing are of
high quality.

OLD MEADOWS ROAD
BY

SUZANNE

On March 7, 2011
nine individuals and
three staff moved
out to a rancher in
the mission (647
Old Meadow‘s Rd).
This house has a
large, flat, sunny
backyard. The
move was made to
create an
environment that is
more conducive to
meeting the needs
of some of the
individuals in our

Mike Varga
Occupational Health
and Safety
Chairperson
250-763-4484
Leslie Munro
Activity Quality
Assurance Manager
250-763-4839.

Thank you to :

BIFFORD
services who are
reaching a stage in
life where less
structured activity is
desired. By all
accounts this move
in services has
been a success.
The following are
some quotes from
some of the
individuals that
spend their days at
―Old Meadows‖ or
―647‖ (the official
title is under

If you have any
suggestions or
questions regarding
health and safety, you
can contact:

debate).
-‖It‘s quiet‖
-‖I like my stuff‖ -I like my flowers
and finding the
birds‖
-‖A lot quieter and
more peaceful—less
people to get along
with‖
-I like it down here
for a reason of
hearing 99.9 fm
Kelowna Radio‖.

Jorgen and Solveig Hansen,
Miki and Alex Hanna,
Patricia Giannelia,
Steve and Heather Farris,
Brent and Jean Madsen
Christopher Davidson and
Julie Maciura
Margret VanBeirt (Rosaline
and Sandra)
Virginia Crook
for their donations to
KDSCL in memory of Holly
Wilson.

KDSCL
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IN MEMORY OF JASON CLINE
BY

Good morning in Heaven
Is wonderful morning in
Heaven
And beautiful flowers
And angel is singing
And Jesus love you.
Is peaceful and keep it
faithful
In your true heart
And Holy Spirit always
with you.
-Holly Wilson
Poem composed
June
15, 2003

MARK

WENGROWICH

Remembering our
Friend Jason for
who he was. I know
Jason was friends
with everyone that
knew him and that
we all have special
things that we
remember about
him. So in
remembering Jason
I thought I might
just record some of
the words people
used to describe
who he was as a
person. This is what

I came up with:
Jason Cline in 100
words: Smoozy,
Transylvanian,
funny, dramatic,
caring, helpful,
informed, able,
adventurous, well
travelled, courteous,
polite, fashionable,
party animal, gifted,
joyful,
demonstrative,
smiling, happy,
Tim‘s, biker, great
swimmer, nurturing,

computer savvy,
Mickey Mouse,
Tinker bell,
affectionate,
friendly,
inspirational,
cheerful, Jokester,
sincere, sensitive,
loving, Valentine,
cuddly, loveable,
fun, easy going and
above all a great
example for us to
follow in regards to
how we should live
our lives.

IN MEMORY OF HOLLY WILSON
BY

SUSANNE

Holly Dale Wilson
was born on August
10 1965 in Thief,
Minnesota. Her
arrival was totally
unexpected,
seventeen minutes
after her twin, Clark.
Holly has four
brothers and two
sisters.
Holly was always
busy and active.
Holly travelled a lot
with her family. She
attended
Kindergarten
in Killarney

BIFFORD
Manitoba, special
education in
Esterhazy
Saskatchewan,
Junior High and
High School in
Lethbridge, Alberta.
Holly spent many
years at KDSCL
where she
experienced
employment in two
daycares, an
insurance company
and a bank.
Holly was also
involved with

Special Olympic
bowling, swimming,
and horseback
riding. Some of our
fondest memories
will be of Holly's
writings, some of
which have been set
to music, her love
of dolphins and
angels. She gave
the sweetest hugs
with a smile on her
face letting you
know how important
you were. Holly was
an Angel on earth
and is now an Angel
in Heaven.
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TRAVEL CLUB:HALCYON HOT SPRINGS
BY

ARLENE

TIMMER

AND

Recently the travel club had 11 individuals, three
staff and one practicum student load up and drive
to Halcyon Hot Springs just outside of Nakusp BC.
After a mountainous drive and short ferry ride we
reached our destination. We were all very
impressed with the luxurious chalets. Even
though they weren‘t wheelchair accessible, the
Halcyon staff did everything they could to make
us comfortable, including making a ramp! We
enjoyed eating out in the restaurant which
overlooked the hot springs and beautiful lake.
The hot springs were very relaxing and one
afternoon we had a picnic lunch on the grounds.
We drove into Nakusp to do a bit of shopping and
were invited to visit Laura and Katarina‘s relatives
who live on a hobby farm. Everyone enjoyed
petting and feeding the goats and some of us
even tried goat‘s milk! The trip was enjoyed by all.

ALAINA

HEWER

KDSCL
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KDSCL IN OUR COMMUNITY!!!
Look For These Events
Later This Year!!
The Community Living
Awareness Committee
remains busy planning
events to make sure
KDSCL stays involved in
the community!!

May Days
Parade!

KDSCL Birthday
BBQ

KDSCL participated
in this years‘ May
Days Parade on
Saturday, May 21st.
Our silver work

On June 10th,
KDSCL held a bbq
at 555 Fuller St. to
honour the 58th
year of service that
KDSCL has
provided to our
community. Many
came out in 50‘s
outfits and enjoyed
the food and
fellowship.

October 7th—Annual
Community Living BBQ at
555 Fuller Ave.
November 18th—Annual
Christmas Craft and Bake
Sale.

Interested in
Volunteering??
KDSCL has many
opportunities to get
involved.
For more information
Phone Mark at
250-763-9499

On Facebook?

truck was decorated
up nicely and a few
volunteer staff and
individuals came
out to help carry the
banner and escort
the truck. The
weather cooperated
and a good time
was had by all who
came out to see. If
you missed it,
hopefully we‘ll enter
again next year and
you can come out
and support us
then!

If you‘re a Facebook
user, make sure
you go on and ‗like‘
our page (KDSCL).
We‘re trying hard to
raise awareness
about who KDSCL
is, who we serve

and what we do as
well as current
events. If you have
something you‘d
like more

information about
or like to see
posted, please
contact us via our
page and we‘ll see
what we can do.

Also Online!!
Be sure to look for
our newly designed
website that is in
the works, but
shortly going to hit
the world wide web.
3 students from
UBC-O graciously
volunteered their
time to redesign
KDSCL‘s website.
Be sure to look for it
in the upcoming
weeks!!!

Alex Update
Over the past 4
years KDSCL has
supported Alex, a
boy who lives in the
care of SOS Villages
in the village of
Kakiri, Uganda. We
recently received an
update from this
village, indicating all
of the good things
that are happening
with them. KDSCL
has a letter writing
group that focuses
on writing letters to
Alex.
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DRAMA WORKSHOP
BY

ARLENE

Summer quotes:

TIMMER

On March 29th part
of our drama group
had the opportunity
to participate in a
drama workshop at
Okanagan College.
The instructor,
Susanna, from
Theatre Terrific, did
exercises with us to
help us feel
comfortable and
confident. She also
challenged us at
times. We met new
people and worked
together to put on a
performance at the

A perfect summer day is
when the sun is shining, the
breeze is blowing, the birds
are singing, and the lawn
mower is broken.
~James Dent

Those who bring sunshine
into the lives of others
cannot keep it from
themselves.
~James M. Barrie
end of the day.
Everyone had a
great time
celebrating their
differences and
abilities!

Rosemary and
Marina with the
instructor, Susanna.

In winter I get up at night
And dress by yellow
candle-light.
In summer quite the other
way
I have to go to bed by day.
~Robert Louis Stevenson

JUNEALINNA
BY

LESLIE

MUNRO

Junealinna, or
―Juno‖, volunteers
quite often at the
Activity Service
location on Old
Meadows Road.
She has a very
short tail, but
makes up for it by
greeting people by
wagging her whole
body. She has an
expressive face and

big brown eyes that
make people smile.
Gentle, calm, warm,
friendly are words
that describe Juno‘s
style of interaction.
When she is not
volunteering Juno
resides with KDSCL
employee Kendra
Larson. When
Kendra works at
Old Meadows Juno

"Celebrate summer--sundrenched days and starlit
nights."
~Gooseberry Patch

always goes with
her there. When
Kendra is
scheduled to work
at other locations,
Juno stays home.
Juno is not happy to
stay home these
days and is lobbying
for a permanent
volunteer position
at Old Meadows.

Juno hanging out with Sandy
at Old Meadows Rd.

KDSCL

Find the Difference
There are 9 Differences between these two
pictures. Can you find and cirle all of them?

COMMUNITY

LINK

Page 10

FUN FACTS
-Hippo

milk is pink.

-Lack of water is the
#1 trigger of
daytime fatigue.
-Children laugh
about 400 times a

day, while adults
laugh on average
only 15 times a day.

-If you eat lots of

- You are about 1
centimeter taller in
the morning than in
the evening.

-The opposite sides
of a dice cube
always add up to
seven.

carrots, you'll start
to turn orange.

IN 1953...
-On June 10th 1953
KDSCL first opened
it‘s doors as
―Sunnyvale Center‖.
Here are some
other things that
were going on in the
world in 1953:
-Lucy gave birth on
the show ―I love
Lucy‖.
SPRING
WORDS
MEGAN

CROSSWORD

COMPILED BY
AND KAREN

Words appear Vertically,
horizontally, backwards, and
diagonally.

Summer
BEACH
FUN
SUN
BALL
CANUCKS
HEAT
LAKE
BOAT
RELAXED

-The movie ―Peter
Pan‖ premiered.
-The Korean War
ended.
-Tom Cochrane was
born.
-The Hamilton Tiger
Cats defeated the
Winnipeg Blue
Bombers, 12-6, for
the Grey Cup

-The New York
Yankees beat the
Brooklyn Dodgers in
the World Series.
- The Montreal
Canadiens beat the
Boston Bruins for
the Stanley Cup.
-"TV Guide"
published it‘s first
issue.
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SELF ADVOCATES UPDATE
BY

SHELLEY

The Kelowna SelfAdvocates had an
eventful year.
In December, 2010
there was a Self
advocate
Conference in
Vernon. The Vernon
group has the same
issues as ours,
which are not
enough accessibility,
housing,
transportation and
jobs. This is also one
of the topics the
BCACL Self
advocacy Caucus.
We worked with our
advisor Alli McNeill
to make and
distribute some new
brochures. They look
good.
In February our
guest speaker was
Lisa. Lisa is the
manager of CLBC.
She talked about
what CLBC does and
what programs they
offer. We also
talked about how to
get out and
volunteer more in
the community. We
are looking into
getting name
badges with our first
name so when we

DECOSTE
are out volunteering
people can identify
us as a volunteer
and know who we
represent. Do you
have a community
event or need
volunteers??
PLEASE contact Alan
Blames at
alanblanes@shaw.c
a.
In March, we had a
table at the film
festival.
In April, we had our
meeting at the new
CLBC office on
Manhattan drive. We
meet with our MLA
Ron Cannon. He
talked about what
he does and we
talked about how
and why it is
important for Self
Advocates to vote.
We asked how we
can change the word
―disability‖ to
―diversabillity‖. He
recommended that
we send an e-mail to
the MLA.
We also had topics
on Employment,
budgets, finance,
safety, & our rights.
At the end of June
we will team up with

George @ TIER. He
wants to do a
seminar on
understanding the
internet. It could be
a fundraiser for the
Kelowna self
advocates.
June is our last
meeting of the
summer, and we will
have a Special
Olympics athlete be
our speaker. This
athlete is one of the
many that are
competing this
summer at the
World Summer
Games in Athens,
Greece this year. We
want to wish all the
Kelowna Special
Olympians all the
best and good luck
on your way to the
GOLD! Have a safe
summer see you all
in September!
If you would like
more information
about the Self
Advocates in
Kelowna please
contact Shelley
DeCoste at 250763-4484 or email
her at:
scdecoste@live.com

A big thank you to
Columbia Bottle
Depot for holding
another barbeque
fundraiser and
donating the
proceeds to KDSCL
and the KDSCL
building replacement
fund.

Do you have extra
cans or bottles you
don‘t know what to
do with??? Bring
them down to
Columbia Bottle
Depot and tell
them that you want
to donate them to
KDSCL!!
Thank you
Columbia Bottle
Depot!!!
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ABOUT OUR ORGANIZATION...
The Kelowna and District Society for Community Living
KDSCL is a not-for-profit advocacy organization, governed by a volunteer board of directors that provides services
to people with developmental disabilities and their families in Activity and Business services, Integrated
Career Opportunities (ICO) and residential, individualized funding and home sharing services.

KDSCL provides opportunities for over 150 people with disabilities to achieve full citizenship by:
Teaching employment and life skills.
Assisting people to work, both in volunteer positions and paid employment.
Facilitating participation in community recreation and leisure activities.
Assisting people to live interdependently in their communities.

Mission Statement
To assist people with disabilities to reach their individual goals and to participate and contribute as equal
members of the community.

Mandate
To promote, organize and support the education, training, development and welfare of all people with disabilities
in a manner consistent with the Mission Statement, and bearing in mind always, the strengths and needs of the
individual.

Vision Statement
The vision of KDSCL is of welcome… building communities that support and value the diverse-abilities of all
people”.

Ways to Help:
Please make a donation to the KDSCL building replacement fund. We have been actively working on replacing
our building at 555 Fuller Avenue in order to expand our services and create 11 more housing options for some
of our most vulnerable citizens!

KDSCL would like to thank Menzies Graphics Group for subsidizing the cost
of printing the KDSCL Insider.

